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Dr. Balin and Dr. Pratt

un damage. Acne. Aging. Scars.

Wrinkles. These are just some of

the afflictions that can make
showing a bright and cheerful face to the
public an everyday, traumatic event.
Cosmetic surgery has advanced by leaps
and bounds in the past decade and this
is especially true in the area of cosmetic
skin care treatments.

Two of the most skilled and respected
cosmetic skin care surgeons are here, in
the Philadelphia area: Dr. Arthur Balin
and Dr. Loretta Pratt, both board certi-
fied in dermatology and internal medi-
cine. Dr. Pratt specializes in individual
treatment of women's skin problems:
acne, aging skin, spider veins, laser
treatment for wrinkles, facial peels, col-
lagen injections and sclerotherapy. Dr.
Balin specializes in the Mohs treatment
of skin cancer. Together, Dr. Balin and
Dr. Pratt operate the Center for
Rejuvenation of Aging Skin in Chester.
Their new Ambulatory Surgery Facility
and Dermatology offices are currently
under construction at the Chesley office
complex in Media, with a summer open-
ing expected.

MOHS MICROGRAPHIC SURGERY
(PRONOUNCED “MOES”)

Mohs Micrographic Surgery was
developed over fifty years ago, but only
recently has it been

available throughout the country. It is
now recognized as a precise method for
treating skin cancers.

It is especially effective in cancers of
the face and other cosmetically-sensitive
areas, because it can eliminate virtually
all the cancer cells while causing minimal
damage to the surrounding normal skin.

In Mohs surgery, multiple thin, hori-
zontal layers of the cancer are removed.
The main difference between Mohs
micrographic surgery and other methods
of removing skin lesions is microscopic

Dr. Arthur Balin and Dr. Loretta Pratt

control by the surgeon. The surgical
removal proceeds along a grid pattern,
with each layer carefully identified and
“mapped” by the surgeon so that its
exact location can be pinpointed on the
lesion. This procedure is performed in
the office with a local anesthetic admin-
istered to the area around the cancer.
The Mohs technique produces the smail-
est possible incision in the removal of
any given cancer tumor. The smaller the
incision, the greater the chances for a
good cosmetic result after the wound has
fully healed. “Cure rates for skin cancer
after treatment with Mohs micrographic
surgery are as high as 95 percent,” says
Dr. Balin. Although Mohs surgery is a
technically demanding procedure, it is
also highly cost-effective because it
requires fewer return visits to the derma-
tologist's office for problems of recurrent
skin cancer.

OTHER PROCEDURES
Dr. Balin and Dr. Pratt are also
skilled in the following procedures: lipo-

suction, tattoo removal, chemical peels,
blood vessel treatment and laser skin
rejuvenation. Hair transplantation is
also available for hair loss in men and
women. Additionally, they offer mini
facials with alphahydroxy acid peels as
well as a full line of skin care products
individualized for your skin care needs.
Laser hair removal for unwanted hair
will soon be available as well.

There are many cosmetic surgeons to
choose from in this area. It is crucial to
select the best board certified surgeons
with solid experience for vyour
cosmetic/surgical needs. Dr. Balin is
board certified in Dermatology and
Dermapathology, Internal Medicine,
Geriatric Medicine, Mohs Micrographic
Surgery, Cutaneous Oncology and
Dermatologic Cosmetic Surgery. Dr.Pratt
is board certified in Dermatology and
Internal Medicine.
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